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An Ideal Language Survey Template

1. Introduction 
a) Language / Mother tongue name (s)

b) Alternative names, if any/if known

c) A brief general introduction

d) Review of earlier literature, if any

e) Demography : Statistical and Geographical  Data (Language statistics both comparative and diachronic with decadal growth rates by district / state / country) 

[Tracing the trends of language maintenance and shift in India from 1901 – 2001 (fairly systemic data is available under Census 1901 – 2001, except in 1941, in 1947 and in 1971 and thereafter)]
f) Geopolitical  concentration of languages (which became the basis for linguistic state formation): Distribution of every 10,000 persons by language(s) (Scheduled  Languages) in the states
g) Segmental language figure : Sex, Rural / Urban, Religion(by cross-tabulation) 
h) Other languages known or monolingual, bilingual and trilingual (with age, sex, education)
i) Second language (s) speakers 

j) Language and Ethnic Data

k) Language by country (Diaspora)

l) Language Map, Charts and Graphs

2. Language Corpus (Relation to other languages)
a) Family, Sub-family and group affiliation

b) Earlier description (s), if any
c) Neighboring languages

3. Grammatical Description

a) Phonology 

b) Phonemic Inventory

Segmental Phonemes 


Vowels


Consonants 


Major  allophonic distributions 


Phonemic distributions


Phonotactics (conditions on the order and type of sequences)


Clusters 


Diphthongs 

c) Supra-segmental  phonemes (or prosodic features)

Tone (for Tonal languages – tonemic distributios)
Stress

Intonation

Length

Nasalisation 

d) Co-articulation 

e) Secondary articulation or other modifications like nasalization, retroflexion, pharyngealisation, tenseness, etc.

f) Syllables : Syllable structure 
g) Morphophonemics (Alternations of phonemes in the same morpheme) 

4. Morphology 

a) Word formation

Structure of words: Derivation and Inflection 

b) Word formation processes 
Affixation – reduplication – suppletion – compounding – coining new words – backformation – internal change—echo-word formation 

c) Categories : Each word belongs to a category: Nouns, Verbs, Adjectives, Adverbs, Prepositions (Although grammatical properties of a given part-of-speech class are quite specific to a given language).
d) Noun Morphology 

Person 

Number

Gender

Cases 

Post positions 

Compound Nouns

Pronouns (Personal, Demonstrative, Relative, Interrogative, Indefinite and Reflexive) : Morphological anaphora 

Adjectives (Variable or Invariable)
Numerals (Cardinals, Ordinals and Fractional)


Classifiers 

Particles (A small group of clitic elements)
Nominalization Processes
5.   Verb Morphology

a) Verb  (Inflection, Derivation) verb system : Temporal, Aspectual and Modal as well as person and number)
Finite 

Non-finite 

Transitivity 

Intransitivity 

Types of Verb: Main Verbs, Auxiliary Verbs, Subsidiary Verbs, Additive Verbs

Types of Verb bases: Primary bases, Conjunct bases, Compound bases

Tense 

Aspect

Mode

Verbal Noun

Infinitive 

Gerund 

Participle

Verbalization or (New) Verb formation processes

b) Adverbs  (Time/Space/Reason/Manner/Others - esp clausal)

c) Clitics 

6.      Syntax 

a)
Order of Words and Phrases in simple sentences
      (Including permitted change of order) 

b)
Subject and Objects (incl. Types of Subjects)
c)
Description of Phrases (Noun Phrase followed by Verb Phrase, with Final Verb)

Noun phrase


 Verb phrase


Post positional phrase


Adjectival phrase (Attributive, Predicative)

Adverbial phrase


Clauses


d)
Description on types of sentences  



Interrogative 



Imperative 



Negative



Causative


Serial Verbs 



Coordination 



Copular 



Passive 



Relative Clauses 



Correlative Clauses


Complementation 



Conditionals


     Elliptical constructions (e.g. Headless constructs)


     Semi-sentences (of various kinds)

7. Dialect Variation 
a) Different types of Dialect Variation: Regional, Social Class, Ethnic, Gender and Stylistic 

Variations: In different levels, Lexical, Phonological, Morpho-Syntactic and Discourse Variation  

b) Dialect Atlases : Distribution of features and Isoglosses 

8. Languages in contact : Patterns of convergence  and divergence in languages

9. Socio-linguistic  Profile 

a) Linguistic (On the basis of Abstand and Ausbau) and legal status: Official (by country, by state, by region), Scheduled / Non-scheduled.

b) Whether written, if written, in what manner (Writing System: Script and Orthography) 

If not written – Oral Literature 

c) Process of language standardization  

d) Disseminated in what form (pamphlets, periodicals, news papers, Books, Films, CDs / Cassettes, Akashvani, Doordarshan) 

e) Used for what purposes (Education, Religion, Government, Industry, Legislature, Courts  of Justice
10. Lexicon 
11. Texts

a) Prescribed

b) Free

12. Reference Frame Work : Reference Books, Dictionaries, Grammars, Bibliographies, Basic Socio-linguistic Studies ; Specialists and Consultants, Agencies / Institutes concerned with promoting the language. 
13. Bibliography

14. References : 

a) RGI’s Language Division Draft taken up in the 6th Five year plan period.

b) The Template presently followed for the LSI Reports used by the Language Division 

c) The Template followed for presentation of Reports on The Written Languages of the World : A Survey of the Degree and Modes of Use, INDIA (Ref: CIRB, Laval  University, Quebec, 1989 collaborative work).


